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about the third week that I was in the Legislature here, I had a
constituent that cam e to my office. He came on two different
occas i o n s . He h ad a l s o c a l l ed i n t o t h e o f f i c e . An d my
l egi s l a t i v e ai de , f o r t una t e l y . . . I am g l a d i n hi s bac k g r ound he
has been a bartender in Texas, because he recognized this guy as
being p o t e n t i a l l y u n s t a b l e , t o o k h i m ou t si de t h e bu i l d i n g t wi ce ,
and t a l k e d t o h i m o u t s i d e , j u st t o g e t h i m t o c a l m d ow n . Dewe y ,
in the red coat, you' re my witness. He watched the back door
there then. He came back. And he watched for when Dewey wasn' t
looking, because Dewey said he saw him with his hand on the door
a couple of times, and then he took it away, and then he caught
him not looking and he walked right out on the floor here. That
guy sent a m essage, a l i t t l e whi t e s l i p of paper , up t o me ,
written in ve ry hard lead pencil: Senator Combs, if you do not
come out and talk to me, I know where to find you. T his guy was
t hen t a k e n a w ay. We f o un d ou t t he r e wa s a wa r r a n t f o r h i s
arrest. The State Patrol very kindly took him away in handcuffs
when Dewey sa w h im out there. And w hoever else helped him,
thank God they did. I don't know what that guy, you k now, had
in mind for me. I d idn't take it as a personal threat, but it
kind o f j u s t we n t t h r o u g h m e. T h i s i s k i n d o f sc a r y , y o u k n ow?
I got th e red coa ts out here helping me. This guy had to be
t aken a way i n h a n d c u f f s by , no t ou r se cu r i t y , bu t t h e S t a t e
Patrolmen. A fter they testified in our hearing, I thanked the
Stat e P a tr o l m e n. I we n t o u t s i d e t he h e a r i ng an d t h an k e d t h em
for being there for me on that day. Now, that guy could even be
watching on TV r ight now. A nd I hope he got help, because we
severa l t i me s t r i ed t o r ed i r e ct h i m . I d o n ' t k no w wh a t che
disposition was of him after he left here. But I can tell you,
t hat p o t e n t i a l e x i st s . I am n o t su p p o r t i n g t h i s b i l l i n v i e w o f
the war, in view of 9-11. I'm supporting this bill in v iew of
what happened to me personally in my third week of work here at
t he Cap i t o l . So l e t ' s t h i n k a b o ut t h i s i n c on t e x t . Le t ' s n o t
wait until s omething ba d hap pens . Thank God we had Dewey.
Thank God we had the State Patrol people here. You kno w, who
knows what co uld have happened? But l et's not throw the baby
away with the bat hwater, yo u know . I don 't thi n k we ' re
overreacting. I have a n actual incident that happened to me.
I t c o u l d h ap p e n t o a ny o f u s i n h e r e . Fe l t a l i t t l e b i t
uncomfor t a b l e , a nd we n t h ome a nd t o l d my h u sb a n d a b o u t i t ,
several days later (laugh), so he wouldn't say, well, you k now,
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